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WhatisIAASTD?

•An internationalassessment,co-sponsored
by5 UNagencies(FAO,GEF,UNDP,
UNEP, UNESCO, WHO) and theWorld
Bank

•Athreeyearprocess2003-2007
•Managedbyamulti-stakeholdersteering

committee(CivilSociety,Government
representatives, Private Sector,Academia
and researchinstitutions)–about70.

•Carriedoutbya team ofagriculturalexperts
–about125
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Purpose

•AssessAgriculturalKnowledge,Science
andTechnology(AKST) in ordertouseit
moreeffectivelyto:

-Reducehungerandpoverty
-Improverurallivelihoods
-Facilitateequitable,environmentally,socially

andeconomicallysustainabledevelopment
•Evaluatestherelevance,qualityand

effectivenessof AKST
•Evaluateseffectivenessof public & private

policies, &institutionalarrangements
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The Scope of theStudy–The
World
Dividedinto5regions
•LAC–LatinAmerica& theCarribean
•SSA–SubSaharanAfrica
•CWANA–Central & WestAsiaandNorth

Africa
•NAE–NorthAmericaandEurope
•ESAP–EastandSouthAsia& thePacific
•Secretariatbasedat theWorldBankbut

supportedbyall6agencies+ Finland
•Budget–11.1m $
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Uniqueness

•Bringstogetherallcategoriesof
stakeholdersin AKST

•Appliesoneframeworkforglobalandsub-
globalassessements

•Integratesscientifcinfoona range ofinter-
linkedtopics

•HighlightslinkagesamongsQnsonagric,
climate,biodiversity,naturalresources,
hunger,povertyanddevelopment.

•Willenabledecisionmakersunderstandthe
connectionsbetweenissues
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Users

•The co-sponsoringagencies
•Nationalgovernmentsandcivil

society
•Internationalorganisations
•Allstakeholders
•Thescientificcommunity



8

KeyOutputs

•Ensemble ofpeer-reviewedsub-globaland
globalassessmentreportsontheroleof
AKST indevelopment

•Withneartolong termperspectives
•Looksatpolicyandinstitutionalissues
•In thelightofhistoryandplausiblefuture

scenarios
•Reportsin the 6 UNlanguages
•Tobepresentedanddiscussedat

international,nationalandsub-nationaluser
forums
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Wherewe are in theProcess

•Publicreviewof thedraftsat
www.agassessment.org19/9-
22/10/2007.Comments!!!!

•GlobalSynthesisreport
•Globalsummaryfordecisionmakers
•Sub-regionalsummaryfordecision

makers
•Finalplenarymeeting inJanuary,

2008 in Nairobi;

www.agassessment.org19/9
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Keyfindings

1.Agricfacesunprecedentedchallenges;-
urbanisation,

-Migration
-dietchanges
-climatechange
-shifttobiofuels
-populationpressureetc–putting immense

pressureonnaturalresources
•Torespond-AKST mustacknowledge

themulti-functionalityofagriculture–
seelater
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Findingscont’d

2. AKSThascontributedtoreducinghunger,poverty
andundernutrition–butinanunevenwayforsome
countriesandcommunities

3.Needtodirect AKSTtowardrelievingpressures
onNaturalresourcesbutstrongereffortsin;

- LimitingGHGemissions
- Adaptingtoclimatechangeandvariability
- StrengtheningFoodsovereignity
- Reducingrisk of conflict–competingresources
- CopingwithHIV/AIDS
- Determiningrisksassociatedwithnewtechs

(transgenics+nanotechnology)
- Equitablenationaland internationaltraderelations


